DUE FRIDAY, MAY 10th 



Student:  ____________________________________


GRADUATION CEREMONY RULES AND GUIDELINES


ORLAND HIGH SCHOOL
This information sheet must be read by each senior, and to be shared with his/her parents or guardians.  This document shall be signed by both you and your parent or guardian and returned to Terry Lombardi in the office by Friday, May 10th. Students will be issued a detention for each day after the deadline this form is not turned in.
 1.
There are a few changes being made to the graduation this year.  The stage is going to face the home stands as it was years ago.  Each student will be given two tickets for their family members. These tickets will allow two people to sit on the field, in chairs, in preferred seating. Tickets will be available at the OHS main office from May 24-June 3. Parents that do not pick up their tickets before June 3 will lose their tickets and they’ll be given away to other families. Parents may request extra tickets and sign up on the waiting list when they come to pick up their tickets. Students/Parents will be notified after June 3 if they will receive extra tickets. Parents will be allowed to enter the field for preferred seating between 7:25-7:55.  Entrance to the field will be through the gate nearest the scoreboard.  Parents/Guardians will not be allowed to enter the gate to the field after 7:55.  Parents will be expected to remain in their seats throughout the entire ceremony. Parents will not be allowed out of their seats to take pictures of their graduates or leave the field.  If they do leave the main field during the ceremony, they won’t be permitted to return until after the ceremony is over. 
 2.
All seniors must complete the clearance process and pay all fines prior to the first practice, including library books, textbooks, sports equipment, and shop fees.  Students may not miss practice to pay for fines or run errands not previously approved by the administration.

 3.
Attendance at graduation practices (Wednesday, 6/05/13, 8:10 – 10:30 a.m. and    Thursday, 6/06/13, 8:10 – 11:30 a.m.) is mandatory.  Students who fail to attend practice may not participate in the ceremony.

 4.
The diploma covers will not contain diplomas at the graduation ceremony.  Only the covers will be handed out at the ceremony. Diplomas will be available for student pickup shortly after the ceremony in the multipurpose building, provided all units of credit have been transferred from other schools and the senior's conduct complied with school rules and other rules stated in this document.  Individuals who choose to attempt to disrupt the ceremony or otherwise embarrass the school and community will have their diplomas withheld and a parent conference must be held before the diploma will be released.
5. In the event that there is a disruption, the student(s) will be removed from the ceremony and their diplomas withheld.  Any use of fireworks, smoke bombs, beach balls, alcohol, drugs or any behavior which disrupts the ceremony will be deemed grounds for exclusion from the ceremony.  (School rules, rules of conduct and the Penal Code are enforced at this event.).  
6. All students are expected to follow the guidelines of the OHS dress code. Male students must wear pants and close toed shoes.  Collared shirts and ties are highly recommended. No sunglasses, hats, face paint, decorations on caps, signs, bubble devices, leis, or anything, which may detract from the ceremony, will be allowed.

7. All graduates must be at the multipurpose building at 7:15 p.m. on graduation night (June 6) wearing their caps and gowns. Gowns need to remain opened/unzipped until it is time to line up.  All students will have their dress attire checked by administration prior to walking on the field. Students who are dressed inappropriately may be withheld from the ceremony. 
8. C.S.F. seal bearers and 4th year AVID students will sit in the front rows along with those seniors participating in the program (valedictorian, salutatorian, A.S.B. president, etc.).
9.
The faculty and security will monitor and supervise the graduates.  Police or other security services will monitor crowd control and the parking lot. Security staff will be stationed around the field and will intervene with guests and students who are behaving inappropriately.  
10.
No balloons and noise makers will be allowed in the stadium during the ceremony.  Families may bring balloons onto the field only after the ceremony, but they will be asked to keep them in their cars or outside the gates if brought to the gates early.

11.
Inappropriate student antics will not be tolerated.  This includes when they leave the platform and walk down the “red carpet” or at any time during the ceremony. These actions include cartwheels, dancing, rude signs, pulling out other objects and hats…..the list go on.  This is obviously unfair to the following student whose stage ceremony is being disrespected.  Any student who disrupts the ceremony will be removed and not allowed to return. 
12.
Parents and students should establish a designated meeting spot after the graduation ceremony. The field will be very crowded and it will be very difficult to locate your graduate after the ceremony. 
13.       Lifetouch Photography will be at the ceremony taking pictures.  They’ll be taking two pictures of the graduates. A buddy picture will be taken with their partner prior to them entering the stadium.  They’ll also have a picture taken of them by themselves after they receive their diploma. These pictures will be available for purchasing and viewing on the Lifetouch website. Flyers and additional information have been distributed to each graduate.  
We appreciate your understanding of the professional and legal issues that may be involved in planning a high school graduation ceremony.

Signatures verify that this document has been read and understood.  These signatures are required for participation in the graduation ceremony.  (Seniors graduating after summer school will be able to pick up their diplomas after credits have been verified). 
Senior; Print Name:                                        
________________________________________
Signature of the Senior:                                  ________________________________________

Signature of the Parent/Guardian:                  ________________________________________
Keep a copy for your reference and return a signed copy to Terry Lombardi in the office by May 10th.
